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THE 2018 CANBERRA MODEL TRAIN EXPO
Thanks to a lot of work by a lot of people – members and their family members – the 2018
exhibition was very successful. Unfortunately, the numbers of patrons were less than last
year, and the gate takings were reduced accordingly. Nevertheless, all costs were covered.
Petersville was not in the best shape after a long hibernation. The lack of maintenance
before the exhibition was evident and a lot of effort was expended during the show to keep it
running – particularly trackwork. The continuing problems with the macros we use to change
points was also a nuisance factor. There is a rumour that a new exhibition layout will be
started soon – perhaps consideration could be given to a less complex track plan and a
more effective way of changing points.
Almost all the traders reported increased sales compared with the 2017 Expo.
certainly contributed my share!)

(Ed. I

The Expo could not be run without the whole-hearted contribution and work by Members –
from the full promotional program to putting out road signs (and recovery) to setting up,
washing up, running layouts, manning the entrance, general administration and accounting,
talking to patrons and potential members and assisting exhibitors, traders and the public.
One of the positive factors considered by exhibitors deciding whether or not to exhibit at the
Canberra Expo is the hot lunches, morning and afternoon teas and the light dinner served on
setting up day that are provided by Chef Hunt and his team. Thanks guys – well done
(again!).
And finally, the arduous task of the clean -up. Sufficient members stayed after the Expo on
Sunday night to dismantle and store our own layouts, then vacuuming the class rooms and
common areas we used, recovery of loaned tables, dismantling the electrical system,
sweeping up, replacing table and chairs taken out of classrooms that we used, just for
starters, dismantling and storing the entrance, etc. Enough members stayed to achieve

these tasks in record time - by about 6:30 pm - and while we worked hard, no one was
overloaded – however, a few more hands would have spread the load a bit further.
It was very good to see Peter Kingston at the Expo, back on his feet after a long and
debilitating illness. He said that his recovery was proceeding well, and he expected to be
back at the Club soon.
The Expo is all about people, so here are a few photos of Members in action.

Petersville being erected.

Lunchtime on
setting up day –
and well earned,
too.

OK, what do we do next???

Whatever it was, Digger was happy
with it.

The Mentoring Group working with the students on setting up the Queanbeyan layout.

Volker and John taking money and issuing tickets at the entrance.

Peter and Sophie at the control panel of Queanbeyan.

Neil and Erin hamming
it up for the camera
(wait till your Dad finds
out!)

Andrew operating Hybrid

Dennis operating Hybrid – under close supervision! 😊

Peter
inspecting
Terrytown
Village on
Petersville
with Joe
from
Casula
Hobbies

The winners of the Exhibitors competition were:
Best Exhibition Layout – sponsored by IDR Models
•

Goulburn by Guildford Model Railway Group

Most Popular Layout – sponsored by Model Railroad Craftsman
•

Yendys by the ACT Model Railway Society

Best Scenery Layout – sponsored by Chucks Ballast
•

Murranbilla by the Murray Railway Modellers

The President of CMRCI presenting the award to the Goulburn operators.

A wide angle shot of the magnificent railway station on Goulburn
And that’s just a part of it. Preparations for the 2019 Expo are already being made.

