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The Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. Newsletter 

February 2018 (already!) 

 
NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the CMRCI will take place at the Kaleen Clubroom at 7:30 pm on 
Wednesday 7th February 2018.   
 
The focus of the meeting will be on our annual model railway Expo – now only 7 weeks 
away.  We will be briefed on progress with arrangements, the pre-exhibition promotional 
program and how you can support and get involved in the presentation of the Expo. 
 
PeterA will make a short presentation on operations at the BNSF and CSX yards in 
Birmingham Alabama. 
 

 
Boyles Yard – a CSX facility in Birmingham. 

 

C A N B E R R A
MODEL RAILWAY CLUB INC.
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THE CANBERRA MODEL RAILWAY EXPO 2018 
Yep, the annual expo is now only about 7 weeks away.  The management team has 
preparations well in hand and we can look forward to a great exhibition. 
 
The gate at last year’s Expo was one of the best we have had for years.  If we want to 
make the 2018 Expo just as successful we need to promote it as much as our time and 
resources allow.  
 
The bottom line is that if people do not know about it they won’t come – hence our 
promotional activities at venues such as the Hall Markets, Bunnings, etc.   ‘They 
complement our flyers, posters, etc. 
 
The promotional activities are fun – the families that come to visit Smiths Crossing are 
invariably friendly and positive about model railways.  There must be thousands of 
Hornby train sets tucked away in attics and garages, judging by the numbers of people 
who say that they “still have their train set”.   These people are potentially visitors to our 
Expo and we must do all we can to encourage them to do so . 
 
The Expo is our major fund raiser for the year – it behoves you as a member to 
participate and support these promotional activities.  There is plenty to do – assisting 
with running Smith’s Crossing and talking to the public at the promotional venues is just 
one task.  The Managing Committee will keep us advised of opportunities to help by 
email.. 
 

For example – last year an 
innovation used by the club 
was the use of an advertising 
trailer.  It was eye catching 
and very successful in 
attracting attention, thus 
spreading the message. 
 
We will use the trailer again 
this year, parking it in various 
sites around the territory 
during the day.  Volunteers 
are needed to take control of 
the trailer for up to a week or 
so and arrange for it to be 
exhibited at prominent 
positions North and South of 
the city prior to the Expo.  If 
you can help, please have a 
chat with the President. 

 
The Expo committee is working hard for us, the members.  They are doing their best at 
the cost of a great deal of their own time and effort to ensure the Expo’s success.  
Surely it is up to us members to support them as much as we possibly can.  
 
The promotional events for the next few months are as follows: 

DATE VENUE 

4 Feb Hall Markets 

10 Feb Bunnings Tuggerenong 

17 Feb TBC 
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26 Feb TBC 

4 Mar Hall Markets 

16 Mar Bunnings Belconnen 

 

And of course the Expo is on 23-25 March 
 
================================================================== 

 
THE LATEST FROM THE MENTORING GROUP 
The Iron Rock Pass layout was completed in a basic form for our 2017 EXPO, but the 
mountains & stream were rather rudimentary (but served the purpose). 
  
After a lot of work had been done on the Queanbeyan layout in time for it to be 
exhibited at the Queanbeyan Show in November 2017, we are back on the task of 
improving the scenery on Iron Rock Pass. 
 
The two main objectives are (a) to make the mountains look like the peaks shown in 
photos of the Colorado Rocky Mountains, and (b) to re-vamp the stream, adding a 
waterfall on the left-hand module, and narrowing the stream bed so that it becomes a 
fast-flowing mountain stream, with all that that entails (rapids, people rafting, etc.) 
 

 
Iron Rock Pass in the early stages of scenery development. 
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We are approximately 40% into the task of improving the scenery and are hopeful of 
having the layout ready to display in its “new & improved” form for EXPO 2018. 
 

 
 
A great job has been done by the students and their CMRCI mentors over 2017. 
Thanks are due to everyone involved. 

================================================================== 

 

AND SO LIFE GOES ON – John Wishart 

(Please excuse the use of imperial measurements but they are easier to use for 

my aging brain – for weights I use metric.) 

 
Regular readers of this bulletin will recall a series of articles by this author eighteen months 
ago on the layout called Maribynong East.  I was constructing it in my garage as a distraction 
from recovering from cancer treatment.   A relatively small figure eight layout incorporating a 
dock scene had been proposed and was well on the way with most of the formwork and 
track work done and electrification underway.    
 
One of the unusual aspects of this layout was the use of commercial shelving to form the 
supports for the formwork of the layout.   Notice I say formwork rather than baseboards as 
there were no baseboards in the traditional sense.    Anyway, work on this layout came to an 
abrupt end when it had to be dismantled/demolished to meet family needs.   The layout 
seemed to come apart a lot quicker than it had gone up!!! 
 
After a year’s hiatus including continuing recovery from medical treatment, I have become 
increasingly frustrated by the desire to have something running.   I have built or am building 
some kits (I really should finish what I have started sometime) and I have also made a 
couple of acquisitions.   But there is no sense in having good quality equipment lying around 
going unused.   



5 
 

 
So what to do?  All the modelling railway magazines say that you can always find room for a 
layout!!   There is no room in the garage or the rumpus room, the children for some reason 
refuse to let me build a layout in their rooms and nor will my wife let me do so in our 
bedroom.  The kitchen/family room is out as is the lounge room.   
 
This leaves the man cave, but it has my railway reference library (straight ahead in the photo 
below), sit down work table (in front of the bookcase to the centre right) and stand up work 
bench  (to the right of the sit down table in front of the blanket acting as a sun shield on the 
window) and two large chest of drawers (on the left) that hold all my odds and ends that go 
with railway modelling that aren’t somewhere else in the room and finally there is also my 
computer stand (immediate right of the photo).  
   

 
 
But out of desperation comes inspiration.    The man cave is 11’6” along its longest wall 
where the window is, but any layout would have to be high to clear the table and workbench 
with sufficient height to let me work at them.  The position of the computer mandated a 
maximum width of 2’.  This is a not inconsiderable size by some standards but could I do 
better.  The layout baseboard had to be high because of the clearance requirements for 
table and workbench but it occurred to me that I could go diagonally across the room (centre 
and right in the photo above). Rapid work with the tape measure and I worked out that I have 
space for a layout 13’ by 2’ on the diagonal across the man cave.   This leaves movement in 
the man cave a trifle constricted but after all it is only going to be fiddle yard to terminus 
layout, a shunting layout, so hopefully not much movement by the operator/s will be 
required.    The biggest issue will probably be my girth!!! (-: 
 
 I have again used the commercial shelving as the main basis for the supports, giving a 
height of 4’6” above ground level but this time I have used baseboards – sixty year old 
shelving units made by my father all those years ago when he was serving in the Navy and 
we had to endure house moves.   He built a series of shelves that could then be converted 
into storage boxes for transport and somehow I kept them in all my perambulations over the 
years.  ‘They will come in useful someday’ I kept telling my wife, and now they have! 
 
The baseboards are nailed and glued 2” by 1” frames – the standard construction of the time 
- and originally had 6mm ply for their surface but which I have replaced with 3mm MDF 
project board and then covered this with 6mm cork flooring tiles.   This will hopefully mean 
that there will be no projecting ends of track pins to bedevil hands when it comes to doing 
the electrification underneath.  A downside of this could be a reduction in noise level – I 
might have to invest in sound decoders (I don’t think)!!   As before electrics will be NEC DCC 
and point control manual – possibly by wire in the tube. 
 
As to track plan, I am going to excel myself but wait – even 13’6” is not a huge area.   The 
minimum I will require is at least one storage/fiddle yard for the trains to come from and go 
to.  It will represent the rest of the railway. It is going to be mainly a freight line and so it will 
principally have freight wagons.    But to design the fiddle yard and the reception/departure 
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yard of the layout I need to know the length of likely trains.    For my chosen prototype VR 
some critical measurements (all approximate and include couplers) are: 
 
Engines: 
B class diesel electric or L class electric mainline loco = 8.5” 
T class diesel electric main and branch line loco = 7” 
Y class diesel electric branch line loco and shunter = 6.25” 
F class diesel electric shunter = 5”  
 
Rolling Stock: 
four wheel open wagon or van = 3.75” 
open bogie wagon = 7.5” 
bogie van = 6 – 9” 
bogie flat wagon = 7” 
brake van = 4.5” 
 
Other: 
Four car Tait suburban electric train  = c35”.  (I spent many school years travelling back and 
forth to school and home on them so have a soft spot for them – pure nostalgia). 
 
Why are these measurements important? 
 
They will determine the length of the storage/fiddle yard tracks and the receiving/departure 
lines for trains on the layout.  Obviously whatever length of train I intend to operate has to fit 
into the storage area and be able to be received on the layout. Sidings can be of shorter or 
longer lengths depending on their intended use but my maximum train length (trains can 
always be shorter but should not be longer) becomes the basic measuring unit for 
operational use of the layout.  
 
So, looking at my rolling stock and engines I came up with a couple of basic trains that look 
reasonable and offer some operating potential.   The first was a T class plus 6 four wheel 
wagons or four wheel vans and brake van which will come to around 34”.   Similarly, a B 
class plus 3 bogies (of varying lengths) and brake van will come to 34”.    Then there is the 
four carriage Tait suburban (still dreaming) at 35”.   So a basic train of whatever consist is 
going to be round 3’ long. 
 
The immediate import of this is that of my available 13’ at least 3’ by four inches for a single 
track or six inches for two tracks or eight inches for three tracks (allowing finger space 
between stock on the tracks) will have to be given over to the storage/fiddle yard tracks.  If I 
use points to access my storage/fiddle sidings, then this also has to be allowed for, say 9” for 
a Peco medium point of whatever description (LH, RH, Y or 3 way).   Given that the layout 
will principally be only for my use, for three tracks I can probably get away with a single three 
way point for the storage/fiddle yard – one track for the Tait (still dreaming), one for an 
arriving train and one for a departing train.   So I need just under 4 feet for our storage/fiddle 
yard area.   This will mean hand shunting of engines and brake vans.    Use of cassettes or 
traversers or sector plates obviates the need for points but raise other issues, the principal 
ones of which are ease of access and a place to store cassettes and having to build them 
and make them work.  
   
With the basic working lengths worked out it is now a matter to plan the layout.   Now a 
layout is made up of the baseboards, track, scenery and stock. I will now look at track and 
scenery.  
     
It is a question of your particular focus as to how you balance the track and scenery on your 
layout.  Both require space and as I have only a limited area I am going to be careful in my 
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allocation of room for these elements.   As readers of this august publication know I model 
Victorian Railways in the early to mid 70’s and my particular focus is on freight operations.     
 
To maximise the operational use of my space a freight exchange or storage yard of some 
kind will best suit my needs.   A freight exchange or storage yard has the advantage of 
allowing a potentially wide variety of different types of wagons to be used and probably 
requires less scenery, whereas industrial sidings will probably only require a limited variety 
of wagons peculiar to the industry and could require more scenery to provide the relevant 
verisimilitude to the railway.   And being VR, a freight exchange or storage yard allows for 
use of compound points – namely three way, single and double slips.  To be honest scenery 
is not my strong point and I like watching trains moving so I will tilt the balance in the 
direction of track with some basic scenery, mainly buildings because I am a city boy, born 
and bred. 
 
Melbourne has a number of good examples of specialist freight lines; Melbourne Port, 
Maribynong River Line and Williamstown Beach are good examples.    It is my intention to 
take elements from all three for my inspiration and incorporate ideas from both.   The track 
diagrams for these three areas are below.  
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(Returning to the subject of the Tait suburban set you will note that in the Williamstown 
Beach Line diagram leading from the main station in the centre of the diagram going up the 
right hand side towards the pier at the top of the diagram there is a dedicated passenger line 
to a station.   This can be incorporated without too much cost in space so this is my excuse 
for dreaming about getting a Tait suburban set.    
 
You will also note in the Williamstown Beach Line and the Port Melbourne and Station Pier 
the copious use of compound points.   Enough said! 
 
So here I am on the move again.    Baseboards are up, track is being experimentally laid in 
various configurations – I have never been a good planner using paper diagrams.  I recently 
read that modellers who plan with the actual track work rather that pencil and paper or any of 
the computer programs are doing ‘organic’ modelling.   The reason I am a organic modeller 
is that I find it far easier to visualise what I want by moving the track around until happy with 
the configuration I end up with. 
 
Oh – and the name of the layout will be Maribynong River Port. 
 
With the editor’s indulgence I will endeavour to keep you informed of progress.  
 
John Wishart 
December 2017 
 
====================================================================== 

THE WORLD’S FIRST SOLAR POWERED RAILWAY 
SOLAR POWERED TRAIN 
You may have seen this article on the ABC news website already, but if not then it’s 
worth a look.  Very interesting. 
 
From an ABC news report by Julietta Jameson 

http://www.traveller.com.au/julietta-jameson-hvf46
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The world's first solar-powered railway will begin taking passengers, in the northern 
New South Wales coastal town of Byron Bay, on Saturday. 

It's the realisation of an eight-year dream held by the owners of the resort Elements of 
Byron and their development director, Jeremy Holmes. 

 

Run under a separate not-for-profit entity, The Byron Bay Railroad Company, the two-

carriage lovingly restored 1949 NSW train will carry passengers between North Beach 

Station, about 300 metres up Bayshore Road from the upmarket resort, and the centre of 

Byron Bay township. 

Running on existing 110-year-old rail tracks that last saw regular service in 2004, it 
costs $3 one-way for a three-kilometre trip that takes about seven minutes, allowing 
resort guests – and anyone else who wants to board, to avoid the Byron township 
traffic. There's room for 100 seated passengers, plus luggage, surfboards and some 
people standing. 

The train may have been eight years in the making, but it was only last year the project 
went solar. 

"We'd been thinking about it long before but finally the technology caught up and it 
actually made it feasible," says Jeremy Holmes. 

The 70-tonne train has 6.5 kilowatts of solar power panels on its roof charging a big 
lithium battery. On top of the train shed at North Beach there is also 30-kilowatt solar 
system. When the train comes back every four or five trips, it's topped up. 

"And then we've got a regenerative brake which means we can regather energy when 
we brake to use to accelerate," explains Holmes. There is a diesel engine, only for 
emergency back up in case of electrical fault. 

The train service has not been without its detractors. Some residents whose properties 
back onto the train line – with the tracks running between their homes and the beach – 
have protested against it and threatened legal action. 
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Talks are underway for at least one stop to be installed along the line, at Discovery Park 
between Elements and Byron township. The train will run on a limited timetable throughout 
January before starting full service. 

 
See  http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-12-16/world-first-solar-train-the-brainchild-of-byron-bay-

millionaire/9265522  for the article. 

 
================================================================ 
 
TWISTED TRACK 
 

 
Looks like they get some hot summers there, too. 
 
====================================================================== 

CLUB RULES 
 

 
 
 
 
This notice is prominently displayed on the 
Bendigo Model Railroaders static layout in 
their Clubroom.  Maybe some of our members 
should take note………………… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-12-16/world-first-solar-train-the-brainchild-of-byron-bay-millionaire/9265522
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-12-16/world-first-solar-train-the-brainchild-of-byron-bay-millionaire/9265522
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CHARLESTOWN 
The construction of Charlestown is now at the scenery stage.  Work is being done on the 
village, placing the stations, the dinosaur zoo and the external appearance.  The scenery 
team, led by Volker, is doing an excellent job.  The objective is to complete the layout before 
our annual Expo and maybe even earlier. 
 

 
Tree planting has commenced and the bulk of the scenery is in place, but there is still 

a lot of work to do. 
                                    

 
 
 
 
 
 

Tom giving 
young George a 

few clues on 
scenery 

construction. 
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TALKING DOGS – From Juan 
 
A guy is driving around the back streets of Towradgi, NSW (a suburb of Wollongong) and 
he sees a sign in front of a corner house: 'Talking Dog For Sale '.  He rings the bell and 
the owner, a little old lady, appears and tells him the dog is in the backyard.  
 
The guy goes into the backyard and sees a nice looking Labrador retriever sitting there, 
looking for food. 
   
'You talk?' he asks. 
 
'Yep,' the Lab replies.  
 
After the guy recovers from the shock of hearing a dog talk, he says 'So, what's your 
story?'  
 
The Lab looks up and says, 'Well, I discovered that I could talk when I was pretty young. I 
wanted to help the government, so... I told ASIO. In no time at all they had me jetting from 
country to country, sitting in rooms with spies and world leaders, because no one figured a 
dog would be eavesdropping.'   'I was one of their most valuable spies for eight years 
running... 
 
But the jetting around really tired me out, and I knew I wasn't getting any younger so I 
decided to settle down. I signed up for a job at the airport to do some undercover security, 
wandering near suspicious characters and listening in. I uncovered some incredible 
dealings and was awarded a batch of medals.' 
 
'I got married, had a whole wack of puppies, and now I'm just retired. But love swimming 
and of course gutsing myself.'  

The guy is amazed. He goes back in and asks the owner what she wants for the dog.  
 
'Ten dollars,' the lady says. 
 
'Ten dollars? This dog is amazing! Why on earth are you selling him so cheap?' 
 
 'Because he's a Bullshitter.  He's never been out of the back yard.' 

====================================================================== 
 
NEW LIGHT RAIL CARRIAGES   
While most of Canberra was sleeping, the first LRV carriage for the multi-million-dollar light 
rail network was being escorted by police into the national capital. 
 
It's another tangible sign of progress on the light rail network, with work on the 12km City to 
Gungahlin corridor continuing apace.   
 
Fourteen light rail vehicles are slated to run on the 13-stop corridor.  The government is 
spending $65 million on the fleet, with the light rail system set to come online in late 2018.  
Each tram is 33 metres long with a capacity to carry 207 people - 66 seats and 141 people 
standing. Four bikes will be allowed per carriage.  The maximum speed of the vehicles is 
70km/h. 
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Arrival of the first light rail vehicle at Port Kembla. 
 
For a video of the journey to Canberra, see https://vimeo.com/247076397/5c2647af66 
 
The vehicles are being manufactured by Construcciones y Auxiliar de Ferrocarriles  of 
Zaragoza, Spain.  

The LRV’s journey from Spain to Australia took about seven weeks.   
 
The LRV was transported at night for logistical reasons including the need to close roads. 
 

====================================================================== 

 

https://vimeo.com/247076397/5c2647af66
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HISTORY CORNER 
Did you know……. 
 
That on the Victorian Seymour line, the trains are still run by a signalling system that has not 
changed since the 1870’s??  The double line block signalling system has safely run trains 
between Melbourne and Seymour since 1876.  It is the last of its kind  
 
in Australia, a steam-era communication system V/Line persists with on its fifth busiest rail 
line, years after it was phased out elsewhere. 
 
The Seymour line has better punctuality and reliability figures over the past 12 months than 
V/Line's other, busier commuter lines to Geelong, Ballarat, Bendigo and Traralgon.  It is also 
the only intercity line that was left out of the Regional Fast Rail upgrade of the early 2000s, 
when tracks and sleepers were replaced, modern signals were installed and line speeds 
were increased to 160 km/h.   
 
But the days of the old system are numbered. The state government's regional network 
development plan proposes running more frequent services on the Seymour line, which has 
just 20 trains a day, increasing train speeds and replacing old signalling.  The proposal is 
unfunded. 
 
In February 2017 the government announced it would release 100,000 new housing lots on 
Melbourne's expanded urban fringe by the end of next year. Tens of thousands of those lots 
will depend on the Seymour line for public transport access to Melbourne. 
 
(From an article in The Age by Adam Carey – 12 March 2017) 
 
 

 

CMRCI OFFICE BEARERS 

President: Peter McEvoy 

Secretary:  John Webster 

Treasurer: Phil Young 

Committee Members:  

Volker Aeuckens, Danny Henskens, Anthony Hunt, Andrew Lund, Chris 

Neil, Terry Smith, George Watts, Dennis Wicklander, Graeme Wilson.  

Life Members: Lloyd Sawyer, Ward Gainey, John Wishart 
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January 2018 

9 Jan (Tues)  Daylighters’ meeting.  Baldwin Park available for 
running.  Continuing work on Club layouts. 

16 Jan (Tues) Daylighters’ meeting.  Baldwin Park available for 
running.  Continuing work on Club layouts. 

17 Jan (Weds) Club meeting - Baldwin Park available for running.   

23 Jan (Tues) Daylighters’ meeting.  Baldwin Park available for 
running.  Continuing work on Club layouts. 

30 Jan (Tues)  Daylighters’ meeting.  Baldwin Park available for 
running.  Continuing work on Club layouts 

 

 

February 2018 

4 Feb (Sun) Hall Markets 
6 Feb (Tues) Daylighters’ meeting.  Baldwin Park available for 

running.  Continuing work on Club layouts 

7 Feb (Weds) Club Meeting.  Forum on the 2018 Expo.  
Presentation on the BNSF and CSX yards in 
Alabama.   

  

13 Feb (Tues) Daylighters’ meeting.  Baldwin Park available for 
running.  Continuing work on Club layouts 

  

20 Feb (Tues) Daylighters’ meeting.  Baldwin Park available for 
running.  Continuing work on Club layouts 

21 Feb (Weds) Club Meeting 

27 Feb (Tues) Daylighters’ meeting.  Baldwin Park available for 
running.  Continuing work on Club layouts 

 

March 2018 

4 Mar (Sun) Hall Markets 
6 Mar (Tues) Daylighters’ meeting.  Baldwin Park available for 

running.  Continuing work on Club layouts 

7 Mar (Weds) Club Meeting.  Topic TBA 

  

13 Mar (Tues) Daylighters’ meeting.  Baldwin Park available for 
running.  Continuing work on Club layouts 
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20 Mar (Tues) Daylighters’ meeting.  Baldwin Park available for 
running.  Continuing work on Club layouts 

21 Mar (Weds) Club Meeting 

23 Mar (Fri) Setting up day for Expo 2018 

24 Mar (Sat) CMRCI Expo 2018  - 09.00 to 17.00 

25 Mar (Sun) CMRCI Expo 2018 – 09.00 to 16.00 

27 Mar (Tues) Daylighters’ meeting.  Baldwin Park available for 
running.  Continuing work on Club layouts 

 


