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              Newsletter of the Canberra Model Railway Club Inc. 
 

June 2016 

 

HAPPY NEW FINANCIAL YEAR!!   
(The Tax man commethé.. 

and the Rates) 
 
NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of the CMRCI will be on Wednesday 6th July 2016 at the Clubroom at 7:30 
pm.  The topic will be an introduction to the Panel Pro software.  Doubtless some of you are 
already familiar with this tool but a refresher will do no harm.  For those of you who donôt 
know it ï well, if 13 year olds can master it, so can you.  (See the Mentoring Group story on 
Pages 11-12) 
 
The President would also like to brief members on the 2017 Expo ï the management team, 
responsibilities and duties, organisation, etc.  He would also like your views on new ideas for 
publicity, better arrangements, etc.   
 
 

 

APOLOGY 
RonG contributed a story and photographs to the June edition of the Bulletin.  Unfortunately 
the published article did not attribute the content to Ron as it should have done.   
Sincere apologies Ron ï many thanks for your contribution. 
 

 
 
 
19 Irishmen go to the cinema; the ticket lady asks "Why so many of you?" Mick 
replies, "The film said 18 or over." 
 

 

 

C A N B E R R A
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VISIT TO CALVARY RETIREMENT HOME 
As part of our community involvement program a team from CMRCI took Petersville to the 
Calvary Retirement Home on the 15th June.  We have taken Smiths Crossing to retirement 
homes before, but this time the decision was made to present the residents with something 
more challenging. 
 
The response from the residents was very good.  During a relaxed session from 11.00 am to 
2.00pm, they asked many questions about the construction of the layout and structures, how 
it works, power sources and operations.  Some even had a go at the controls. 
 
One resident confided that they usually have movies on Wednesdays ï described as chick 
flics ï but that Petersville was much more interesting. 
 
The Home provided lunch, which was welcomed.   
 

 
Andrew 
demonstrating 
Petersville to a 
group of residents. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The next visit to a retirement home will be on Wednesday 20 July to Villagio SantôAntonio 
Retirement Home (in Page) Approx. 11.00am to 3.00pm Including set up and take down. 
 

VISIT TO JUNEE 
The Club is planning a visit to the Junee roundhouse and railway precinct in September.  
The President needs to know how many are interested.  If less than 18 are interested, we 
will use the same bus we used for Thirlmere.  For more than 18 persons, a bigger bus will be 
used.  For the sake of my knees, please make it more than 18 starters! 
 
Please let the President know as soon as possible if you are interested. 

 
 
THE HY-BRID LAYOUT 
As you know, the Hy-Brid layout is awaiting renovation.  The layout is actually owned 
by Anthony Hunt (the layout is on long term loan to the Club) and he is the Project 
Manager, assisted by Peter Langhorne and Graeme Wilson.  If you would like to work 
on the layout, talk to one of those guys.  The work will include the installation of push-
pull point controls and renovation of track work and scenery. 
 
This project is for Wednesday night Members only ï if you are interested in 
participating, please contact Anthony or Peter. 
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Trevor Marshall is a well-known Canadian model railroader, currently in S scale.  He has 
both a home layout and is a member of a group called the S Scale workshop which has a 
well-travelled exhibition layout.  He has co-hosted a podcast called The Model Railway Show 
(now defunct due to lack of spare time) and is also interested in live steam garden railways.  
 
Mr. Marshall was recently the guest speaker at the banquet for Algonquin Turn 2016 ï the 
convention for members of the Niagara Frontier Region NMRA.  
 
In his address he made a number of points that are very relevant to this Club (and indeed 
the hobby generally) and is reproduced in the hope that it may initiate thought and 
conversation among our members and Committee. (Did I hear someone say Good Luck with 
that?).  His speech follows.  It is worth reading for its own sake. 
 
ñThis convention was held in Ottawa ï a place I lived for much of the 1990s ï and it was 
great to reconnect with a number of fellow hobbyists that I hadnôt seen in many years. 
Ottawa is only 4.5-5 hours away by highway, but it seems like another world sometimes, and 
I havenôt been to the nationôs capital in many years. 
 
When I was asked to speak, I spent a lot of time thinking about what to say. A banquet 
speech needs to be special. I wasnôt going to stand in front of the crowd and give a how-to 
clinic, and I certainly didnôt want to make it ñall about meò (and boy am I glad that I did not, as 
Iôll relate*). Fortunately, I have done many things in this hobby. I have worked in several 
scale/gauge combinations, attended conventions, operations weekends, RPM meets, narrow 
gauge gatherings, SIG events, train shows, exhibitions in which trains are displayed to the 
general public, and more. Iôve given speeches, written articles, produced and co-hosted a 
podcast, and been both a guest and a host on TrainMasters TV. And, of course, Iôve 
blogged. 
 
 

http://algonquinturn.ca/
http://i1218.photobucket.com/albums/dd410/stinksandbangs/Algonquin Turn 2016/WhatsNext-Deck-ScreenGrab_zps1zujkteu.jpg
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But most of all, because 
of this exposure, Iôve had 
brilliant conversations 
with many, many people 
about our hobby. That 
includes people who 
have been railway 
modelling enthusiasts for 
decadesé those who 
have just startedé and 
those who have never 
heard of the hobby. 
 
 
 

And one thing that Iôve learned is that for many of us in the hobby, this is more than a way to 
kill some time. Itôs been a lifelong journey of friendships and learning. We love this hobby ï 
and many of us wonder how we encourage more people to join us as railway modelling 
enthusiasts. In particular, we wonder how weôre going to reach young people. 
 
I run into similar questions in my professional life as a speech writer. Iôve worked with many 
clients who are trying to connect their businesses ï and the products and services they 
provide ï with customers, and one demographic that everybody is trying to figure out is the 
Millennials. Broadly described, the Millennials are the cohort of young people born in the 
1990s or later. 
 
One of the biggest factors that sets Millennials apart from the rest of us is that this is a group 
that has never known a world in which the Internet did not exist. That has had a huge 
influence on how the Millennials think and act. 
 
I wonôt get into detail here ï I had an hour for my speech, and I filled it ï but I shared a 
number of insights about the Millennials, including: 
 
1 ï The world in which theyôre living. Millennials gravitate to urban cores for a variety of 
reasons related to lifestyle and employment. And those are expensive places to live. That 
means dedicated space for a layout is limited, or non-existent. 
2 ï The economic reality they face: For a variety of reasons related to cost of living and the 
changing nature of employment, itôs expected that the members of this generation will be the 
first who are financially worse off than their parents. 
3 ï The relevance ï or, more to the point, irrelevance ï of real railroads in their daily lives. 
Those are challenges, but there are some positive things to be said, too. Specifically, thereôs 
a group of Millennials ï call them The Makers ï who love to build things. They are the future 
of our hobby. 
4 ï The Makers are building battle bots, steampunk accessories, LEGO machines, and 
more. They speak Arduino and Raspberry Pi. Theyôre comfortable with designing on 
computer, to run a machine (such as a 3D Printer) that does the construction. They develop 
apps to integrate their smart phones with their devices. And so on. Our challenge is not 
ñHow do we get young people to build things?ò but ñHow do we identify those who do ï and 
convince them to give our hobby a try?ò 
5 ï Our hobby embodies many characteristics that appeal to Millennial Makers ï including 
the collaborative nature of the ñoperationsò game that we play, in which there are no winners 
or losers. 
6 ï Iôve run into many examples in our hobby where our interests, and those of The Makers 
ï overlap. So weôre not as far apart as we think. 

http://i1218.photobucket.com/albums/dd410/stinksandbangs/Algonquin Turn 2016/Man-EarTrumpet_zpscingqzws.jpg
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However, to engage with The Millenial Makers, we have to take a different approach. For 
them, trains are not the gateway into our hobby. I believe we need to back them into 
becoming railway modellers by emphasizing those things that appeal to the Millennial 
Makers ï such as electronics, interactivity, collaborative work, and social media. For 
example: 
 
7 ï If a Millennial is doing something with servos and controllers, ask them how they would 
tackle a semaphore signalling system or train order boards. 
 8 ï If theyôre doing something with RFID, ask how theyôd apply it to tracking freight cars on a 
layout. 
9 ï If theyôre creating designs for a 3D Printer, ask how they would replicate a diesel control 
stand, in miniature, to hold the electronics found in a DCC throttle. 
 10 ï If theyôre interested in APP development, ask how they would create an APP to turn a 
smart watch into a fast clock. 
 
And yes, these are ideas that are already being tackled by hobbyists, but so what? These 
are the places where our hobbies meet. Letôs take advantage of that. And letôs recognize 
that there are many ways to approach a problem ï a fresh, non-hobby set of eyes may be 
just what we need. 
 
That said, reaching Millennial Makers will require changes to how many of us do things in 
the hobby. For example: 
 
11 ï We canôt do this if weôre preaching to younger people, because that will just drive them 
away. To encourage more people to join our hobby, we need to do more listening ï to find 
out what fires a personôs interests, and then relate that to what we do. We enjoy a hobby 
unlike any other in terms of the depth and breadth of what can be done in it. No matter what 
a person says theyôre interested in, I am confident we can find examples in our hobby to 
which they can relate. But we have to know what they like, first ï and Iôm as guilty of that as 
anyone else. 
 
12 ï We also canôt engage Millennial Makers ï or anybody else for that matter ï if our only 
public presence is the Train Show. Thatôs because at train shows, weôre mostly talking to 
ourselves. Say the words ñTrain Showò and an image comes to mind that, frankly, many 
people outside of the hobby would not consider interesting. To reach Millennial Makers, I 
think we need to do more to take our hobby to where they are ï to events such as Maker 
Faires, and meetings at Maker Spaces. (If youôre not sure what those are, Google them.) 
And we need to do more to put our efforts online where younger, connected people can find 
them. Starting a blog is a good example of how we can do that, and in a previous post Iôve 
offered some thoughts on doing that, as well as some reasons why your hobby might benefit 
from one. 
 
I hope I left the banquet attendees ï about 80 people, Iôm told ï with some useful information 
and some ideas for further discussions. If you were in the room, thanks for letting me speak 
ï and do share your thoughts on this via the comments section on this post (or start your 
own blog!), because it would be great to hear from you.ò 
 
Thanks to Trevor Marshall for his personal permission to publish this speech.  The URL for 
his blog is http://themodelrailwayshow.com/cn1950s - worth a look. 
 
So ï what do you think?  Maybe itôs time our management committee started to treat 
recruitment seriouslyééééééMaybe a subject for general discussion at our next Club 
meeting?  Andrewôs comments in the article below are very relevant.  
 

http://themodelrailwayshow.com/cn1950s/?p=7268
http://themodelrailwayshow.com/cn1950s
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  INTERVIEW WITH COMMITTEE MEMBERS - Andrew Lund 
 
How long have you been a member of CMRCI? 
I have been a member since about 2003. 
 
Why are you a member - or why did you join?  
I was recruited by two fellow employees of Austrade, mainly to help with the exhibition.  Also 
I was getting ready for retirement and looking for something to keep me active and involved. 
 
What has CMRCI done for you? 
Well, it has certainly kept me occupied!  It has given me membership of a community and 
lots of enjoyment as well. 
 
How long have you been on the Committee? In what positions? And why? 
I have been on the Committee for about 10 years.  My primary focus on the Committee has 
been on the organisation and management of our annual exhibition, which is now one of the 
biggest outside the major metropolitan areas. 
 
Tell us about your model railway interests ï scale, etc. 
My main focus is the NSWGR of the 1930ôs to 60ôs period.  I have had an interest in model 
railways for a long time ï I acquired my first train set at the age of 8. 
 
Do you have a layout at home? - if so, theme, how long have you been building it?  
My home layout is DCC, HO scale.  The layout is under construction and has been for about 
10 years.  It is a generic NSW layout in the period mentioned above.  I started with DC 
control and moved to a dual DC/DCC system, and then switched to just DCC.  
 
How long to finish? Do you operate? 
There is no date for finishing the layout (if ever) the value for me is in the planning and 
building as well as operating ï and I am still a long way from operating.  I have had a few 
hurdles to get over along the way so I am still building.  The centre of the plan for the layout 
is two branch lines ï but the challenge, increased significantly by the limitations of  the space 
I have available, is the connecting mainline to allow some continuous running for my 
mainline stock .  I have in mind some changes to the plan when I get back to it.  My 
imagination probably outdoes my building capability.   
 
What was the most outstanding event/occurrence with CMRCI in your time? 
Four things have been very significant and important to the Clubôs development and ongoing 
success and value:   Moving to our new Clubrooms, the development of the Daylighters and 
the High School mentoring programs, and the Clubôs increasing involvement with the 
Community for example, but not exclusively, visits to retirement homes, church and school 
fetes, etc. All of these have certainly been worthwhile  
Aspirations? 
I am keen to see the club continue with the its present valuable activities - the Expo, and the 
Daylighters and Mentoring programs, as well as its involvement with the community.  The 
Club is fairly well placed at the moment, but maintaining the current momentum will require 
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considerable effort.  In particular we need to ensure a continuing growth in the number 
younger members.   To achieve this, I believe that without reducing our involvement with the 
Daylighters, we need to revitalise the Wednesday meetings and put in place other strategies 
to attract and involve younger and still - employed members because that is where the future 
of the club lies - without them the club will be unable to continue to support its other 
successful activities and will have a very limited future. 
 

  

 

  ACCOLADE OF THE MONTH ï Graeme Wilson  
 
The accolade of the month belongs to Graeme Wilson.  He is a familiar sight around the 
Clubroom and participates in most internal and external events.  He is a tireless worker for 
the Club in a range of activities and tasks.  He is the raffle master, an innovator and prime 
mover in the development of Petersville and the new U-Drive, member of the Mentoring 
Team and a Committee Member for the last 5 years. 
 
As we all know he argues well and is a determined individual, which makes for a good 
Committee Member.   He is obliging and happy to open the Club rooms at odd times to allow 
entry to members wishing to work on Club layouts. 
 
All in all, a very valuable member of the Club ï well done Graeme. 
 

 
 
 
 
MY ñMUST HAVEò TOOL FOR USE WHEN SOLDERING WIRES UNDER THE 
LAYOUT ï Ron G 
When I was starting to wire up droppers to the Bus wires on my layout, I found that (a) I just 
didnôt have enough hands for the job, and (b) I had difficulty seeing what I was doing. 
My family came to the rescue. I think it was a birthday present, but whatever the occasion they 
sent me to Bunnings to purchase a DeWalt 18V XR Li-ion 1.5AH rechargeable torch that has 
a swivel head. 
 
The unfortunate part of this story is that when I obtained the torch, I found that the 
rechargeable battery AND its charger was an ñextraò (which also meant extra cost!) 
 
Anyway, with the battery charged and fitted to the torch, I found that the swivel head at the top 
of the torch could be positioned with the light shining up to exactly where the joint was that 
required soldering, and the base was heavy enough & stable enough that it could be operated 
hands-free. That then meant that I could manage the soldering task without the need for extra 
hands! 
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The torch head has nine ñclickableò positions between horizontal beam and vertical beam ï 
sufficient for just about any need. AND ï there is also a handy solid metal ring which could be 
used to hang the torch from if required. 
 
Altogether, this is a very useful tool for anyone who has to do a lot of work under the layout, 
especially when soldering, although it is a little pricey for a start. Mine gets a lot of use, and I 
can thoroughly recommend it as a useful tool for your inventory. 
 

 
Q: Why do you never see hippopotami hiding in trees? 
 

A: They're really good at it! 
 

 
EPPING MODEL RAILWAY EXHIBITION 
The Epping Model Railway Clubôs annual exhibition was attended by a number of CMRCI 
Members.  It was held in the Brick Pits Stadium in Thornleigh, a Northern suburb of Sydney.  
The main hall in the venue is very large with plenty of room for the 21 exhibitors, 23 traders, 
2 clinics and wide corridors between rows.   
 
In my opinion, this yearôs exhibition was much better, bigger and much more interesting than 
those seen at this venue previously.  
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There seemed to be a reasonable attendance while we were there on the Saturday 
afternoon. The demographics of the patrons are quite different to the Canberra and Malkara 
shows in that the proportion of mums, dads and kids to enthusiasts was quite small by 
comparison. 
 
The second hand stall, for which the Epping show is well known, was huge.  Even I 
managed to find a few bargains. 
 
There were a number of layouts that have appeared in Canberra, but also a healthy 
proportion of new ones.  Alistair and Colin McMasters ñThe Yardò is an interesting HO scale 
outback shunting layout. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Yard ï a 
new layout by 
Alistair and 
Colin 
McMaster. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
  
  Colin 
McMaster and Dan 
Carmody in action 
on ñThe Yardòô 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One of the stand-outs in terms of structures was the ñGoulburnô layout by the Guildford 
Model Railway Group.  Their representation of the Goulburn railway station is excellent.   
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The Bethungra layout, based on the Bethungra Spiral in NSW is very large and very 
impressive.  All of these would be excellent for our show if the owners can be persuaded to 
come to Canberra. 
 
There were four O scale shunting layouts on display, all small, but highly detailed.  Bullo Pill 
is an O scale representation of a tidal inlet of the River Severn.  It was originally developed 
to tranship coal from the nearby mines to river barges.  The track is scratch built as are most 
of the structures, rolling stock and locos. 
 
 

  
Part of the small but complex Bullo Pill layout showing the lock gates with its 
operating bascule bridge.  The layout has a number of operating components such as 
coal droppers, turntables, etc. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Wallerawang 
Junction layout 
showing the 
monitor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
An item that our own electronic gurus might consider imitating is the system on 
ñWallerawang Junctionò for showing the public what the driver of the loco sees as he drives 
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around the track on the layout.   A monitor is placed so the public can easily see it and the 
screen size is reasonable.  The camera is installed in an HO scale 42 Class loco.  It has a 
lens that is able to present a wide view of the track ahead.  The loco itself is a dummy and is 
pushed by another 42 behind it. 
 

 
 
The camera inside the 42 
Class loco. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Generally speaking, a good exhibition, well worth the 600 Km round trip.  For more photos 
on the layouts on display have a look at:  
 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/140658063@N08/sets/72157668741898190 

 
 
I have finally reached the age and wisdom where I have realised how truly ignorant I 
really am. ï Anon 
 
 

ANOTHER USEFUL TOOL FOR MODELLERS ï By Ron G 
Fingers getting too fat or in the way? Not able to manipulate small items like tiny screws or 
bolts like you used to? 
 
As we older modellers get into our prime, we have to remember that motto about ñOld age & 
cunningò and what it can do.  I was finding it increasingly difficult to hold and then get precise 
placement of small screws & bolts, especially for tasks such as fitting Kadee couplers to locos 
& wagons. 
 
The solution to my problem was the purchase from Joe at Casula Hobbies of the Kadee #239 
5 prong ñGripperò tool, for which I paid the princely sum of $7.95 12 or 18 months ago at an 
exhibition. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/140658063@N08/sets/72157668741898190
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The information on the packet states: ñFor 
handling small parts. This tool can help with 
difficult modelling chores. 5-prongs for 
grabbing, picking, pulling, lifting, and placing 
those small, difficult-to-grasp items. It 
certainly does all of those tasks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I find it particularly useful to hold the head of a small bolt or screw in position whilst you 
manipulate a screw driver to that item. I even found that in most cases I could ñstartò the 
screw/bolt into the thread for 1 or 2 turns, sufficient to hold it solidly in position for the final 
fixing in place. 
 
On that basis, it was $7.95 well spent! And the frustration level has been lowered as well! 
 
 

44th ANNUAL MODEL RAILWAY AND SCALE MODEL EXHIBITION 
The Club is once again exhibiting at the Malkara show.  Setting up will be done on Friday 5th 
August and the exhibition is open to the public on Saturday and Sunday 6-7th August. 
 
Quite apart from helping the Malkara Special School (a worthy cause) it is one of the few 
model railway exhibitions readily accessible to us.  Although the ACT Model Railway Society 
website is remarkably silent on the subject, there is sure to be a good range of layouts, traders 
and other interesting exhibits. 
 
This show is only 5 weeks away, so put it in your diary.   
 
Your support to set up on Friday, to run the layout over the weekend and the takedown on 
Sunday afternoon would be very welcome ï it is interesting and a lot of fun as well. 
 
No doubt the Secretary will be sending out a notice in good time. 
 
 

JUNE REPORT ON PROGRESS WITH THE UCHS MENTORING GROUP 
 Peter McEvoy has been tutoring a small group of students in the use of JMRI software on a 
laptop computer. Students have drawn the ñQueanbeyanò yard track plan and have set up the 
points on that plan for touch-screen operation. These young students certainly learn fast 
(certainly faster than your reporter can take it all in!) and seem to be enjoying the challenge. 
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The layout has a continuous run including routes to Canberra and Cooma (both off the layout), 
a large station yard and a fiddle yard at the rear.  A turntable is on the way. 
 

 
A screen shot of the track plan and points identification for touch-screen 
capability on ñQueanbeyanò. Peter McEvoy has taught a small group of students 
how to use the JMRI software to create the diagram shown. 
 
They have been ably assisted by Graeme Wilson in the checking of point operation to verify 
that what the touch screen says should be happening in point operation IS actually happening. 
 
The bench top area behind the main exhibition screen has now been painted and labelling of 
the fiddle yard areas (Canberra yard and Bombala Yard) is being carried out prior to a 
Yardmaster being trained to operate them. 
 
Landscaping of the front scene is continuing, and small trees & shrubs are being constructed 
from scrap sections of electrical wire. 
 
We have two more weeks of the mentoring group before we stop for a break between Terms 
2 & 3. 
 
The regular weekly assistance of each of the Mentors is greatly appreciated. 
Ron G 
 
PS: Since this report was written the Mentoring Group has been successful in their main 
objective.  In the last few weeks, they have drawn up a plan of the Queanbeyan layout in Panel 
Pro, allocated numbers to all points, set up the logic path for the points (closed or thrown) and 
have verified the programming.  They can now set points for routes for the Canberra and 
Cooma lines and in the station yard, using a touch screen.     
 
 
 
 


